
OSHER 2023 SUMMER SERIES
We’re excited about the upcoming Osher Summer Series. The lecture series starts on June 14 and is 
open to both Osher members and non-Osher members. The schedule includes one online-only lecture 
with the remaining in-person lectures taking place at Edenwald Senior Living in Towson, MD. Each 
lecture will be approximately 90 minutes, including Q & A. Lecture seating is on a first-come, first-
served basis in the Edenwald Auditorium.

Registration for the Osher 2023 Summer Series is a flat rate of $50 per person for the entire series.

Please note that the schedule is subject to change.

Topic Speaker Date Time

The Elgin Marbles Controversy Joseph Cassar Wednesday, June 14 10:00 a.m.

The Brain as a Metaphor Making 
Machine 

Michael Salcman Wednesday, June 21 10:00 a.m..

What We Commemorate on 
Juneteenth

Richard Bell Wednesday, June 28 10:00 a.m.

The Life and Death of Howard 
Cooper: A Lynching in Towson

Jennifer Liles Wednesday, July 5 10:00 a.m.

ONLINE ONLY
100 Years of Warner Brothers

Arnold Blumberg Wednesday, July 12 10:00 a.m.

America’s World’s Fairs Jack Burkert Wednesday, July 19 10:00 a.m.

The Great Mid-Century Acting 
Teachers: Strasberg, Meisner, and 
Adler

Greg Jones Wednesday, July 26 10:00 a.m.

No Bones About It: The Role of 
Forensic Anthropology in Bringing 
Home the Missing

Dana Kollmann Wednesday, August 2 10:00 a.m.
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ONLINE ONLY  100 Years of Warner Brothers—That’s Not All Folks!
Arnold Blumberg

Wednesday, July 12 at 10:00 a.m. 

Warner Bros. was founded by four brothers – Harry, Albert, Sam, and Jack – who quickly established 
their shield-heralded brand via stars like Rin Tin Tin, Humphrey Bogart, and Bugs Bunny. From 
the earliest days of Hollywood to the modern era of streaming, the studio has grown from one 
of the original “Big Six” to a massive media empire. Their films are legendary, including classics 
like “Casablanca”, “Wizard of Oz”, “Gone with the Wind”, “A Streetcar Named Desire”, “North by 
Northwest”, “Ben-Hur”, and “2001: A Space Odyssey”, as well as their most recent franchise-driven 
productions in the worlds of “Lord of the Rings”, “The Matrix”, and DC Comics. We’ll take an all-too-
brief look at a century of Warner Bros. thrills, chills, and laughs galore.

Arnold T. Blumberg is a pop culture historian and professor of multiple courses in media literacy 
and other cultural topics. He has taught at UMBC, the University of Baltimore, CCBC, and Osher 
at Towson University. He spent 15 years in the comic book industry as writer and editor of The 
Overstreet Comic Book Price Guide, curated a pop culture museum for five years, and currently runs 
his own publishing company, ATB Publishing.

*Note: all Summer Series residents will receive the link to this online lecture prior to July 12.

America’s World’s Fairs
Jack Burkert

Wednesday, July 19 at 10:00 a.m.

World’s Fair’s once offered Americans an opportunity to learn about new tools and technology, 
encounter different cultures, and be informed of the very nature of their world. Attending a World’s 
Fair event was informative as well as entertaining. In this presentation, we take a look at the where, 
when, what, and why of the Fairs, surveying many of them -- along with some accompanying events 
that made them stand out in history. Tragedy and triumph, novelty and nuisance, the cultures that 
inspired or amazed them, profit but usually loss, all have been World’s Fair realities for over a 
hundred years. Many communities hosted these world class events to show themselves in the best 
possible light to the world—who they were, what they did, and their latest innovations. We will focus 
on ten American cities that were inspired to host a World’s Fair.

Jack Burkert is a Baltimore native who in retirement has used his energy and interest in all things 
Baltimore to create a number of educational programs. Jack lectures at Osher and other area 
programs. He works part time as an educator at the Baltimore Museum of Industry. A 1969 graduate 
of the University of Maryland, Jack graduated with honors with a degree in history and education. His 
working life, some 40+ years, was spent in various educator roles, beginning with five years in the 
Baltimore City School system, later at the Pennsylvania State University, through private employers 
in Washington and New York City, and until his retirement a few years ago, in his own consulting 
firm. After returning to his hometown, his interest in history led him to create educational programs 
about Baltimore that inform and entertain both adults and young people. Jack enjoys researching the 
history of Baltimore, its port, businesses, people, and immigration.



The Great Mid-Century Acting Teachers: Strasberg, Meisner, and Adler
Greg Jones

Wednesday, July 26 at 10:00 a.m.

Meet the gods and goddesses of 20th century American acting theory. Each had a hand in creating 
the modern concept of realistic acting, based on their understanding of the great Stanislavsky as 
well as their own experiences as part of the Group Theater. Contentious, irascible, demanding, and 
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