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IMPORTANT CONTACTS 
 

THE DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC 
 
CONTACT     OFFICE EXT [410.704-] E-MAIL/WEB SITE 
Dr. Eileen Hayes, Dept. Chairperson  CA 3095 2143  ehayes@towson.edu 
Dr. Patrick Roulet, MM Director    CA 4056 2833  proulet@towson.edu 
Mary Ann Criss, Assistant to the Chair  CA 3095B 2836  mcriss@towson.edu 
Debra Walker, Administrative Assistant  CA 3095 2839  dwalker@towson.edu 
Music Department Website       www.towson.edu/music 
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THE MASTER OF MUSIC PROGRAM 
IN PERFORMANCE OR COMPOSITION: AN OVERVIEW 
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Placement for music theory courses will be determined on the following criteria. 
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MUSIC HISTORY AND LITERATURE PLACEMENT EXAM 
 
The Graduate History and Literature Examination consists of the following parts: 
 
I.  Aural Recognition:
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A graduate review course at Towson uses a more affordable 1991 book entitled Harper 
Collins College Outline History of Western Music by Hugh Miller. 
 
Since many students applying to the Graduate MM program at Towson University have not 
had a comprehensive history of music survey in several years, it is highly recommended that 
you review a significant textbook and the music literature that accompanies it. 
 
Placement for music history and literature courses will be determined on the following 
criteria. 
 
1. Students scoring 80% or above demonstrate an appropriate knowledge of the subject 
matter and may enroll in any graduate-level music history course. 
 
2. Students scoring between 60-79% display some deficiency but must enroll in Perspectives 
of Music History (MUSC 621) as part of their degree program with the understanding that 
they pursue individual remediation concurrently with coursework. Appropriate remediation 
is determined in consultation with the Coordinator of the Music History and Literature 
Division. Once Perspectives of Music History (MUSC 621) has been passed, students are 
eligible to take any other graduate-level music history course. 
 
3. Students scoring below 60% will not be allowed to enroll in graduate-level music history 
courses until one of the following conditions is met: 1) review undergraduate-level music 
history, retake the exam, and score 60% or higher and follow the guidelines as stated in 1 or 
2 above; 2) undertake appropriate undergraduate coursework (recommended to be taken at 
Towson University) approved by the Program Director before enrolling in graduate-level 
music history courses. This coursework must be completed with a grade of C or higher. 
 
Students who have specific questions about exam preparation are invited to contact  
 
Dr. Carl B. Schmidt (Coordinator, History and Literature Division) 
Department of Music 
Towson University 
Towson, MD 21252 
410
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DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
 
All requirements must be completed within a 7-year period. A minimum average of 3.0 in 
all courses is required. No more than two C grades and no more three 500-level courses can 
be applied toward the program of study. 
 

TRANSFER CREDIT 
 
Six credit hours of electives may be transferred (see UMBC Collaborative Agreement for 
exceptions that may apply to students matriculating from that program). Required courses 
and applied lessons credits must be completed at Towson University. Degree recitals cannot 
be transferred. All decisions regarding credit transferability rest with the MM Director and 
the Department of Music Graduate Committee. 
 

REQUIRED COURSES (21 credits) 
 

Applied Lessons - (one-hour private lessons)  12 credits 
Advanced Theory (MUSC 631)    3 credits 
Music Bibliography & Research (MUSC 685)  3 credits 
Ensembles       2 credits 
Recital (MUSC 795 or MUSC 798)   1 credit 

 
ELECTIVE COURSES (10 credits) 

 
Electives must be selected from 500-600 level music courses with the approval of the MM 
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normally granted upon successful completion of the end-of-semester jury the semester before 
the recital is to be performed. 
 
Upon successful completion of the recital, an archival CD and a program copy must be 
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MM COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW 
 

MM students with a performance track may pursue either one of the following two options 
for their Comprehensive Review: 1) a Recital Research Paper or 2) a Comprehensive 
Written Exam with Portfolio. Both options culminate with an Oral Exam. Students in the 
composition track must pursue the Recital Research Paper option. Each MM student with a 
performance track must inform the MM Director of his/her choice for the Comprehensive 
Review by the end of their first year in the program. 

 
RECITAL PAPER AND ORAL EXAMINATION 

 
Students must register for MUSC 796 (Recital Research Paper) the semester prior to 
performing their recital. During the first two weeks of this pre-recital semester, they must 
request a meeting with the MM Director to form a graduate committee. The committee will 
consist of three faculty members with a minimum of one being a specialist in either music 
literature or music theory and one from the student’s primary area of study. This committee 
will evaluate both the recital and comprehensive review. One member of the committee will 
be appointed to serve as a Principal Advisor, the student’s primary point of contact for 
writing the initial draft of the paper. All drafts of the proposal or paper must be submitted 
via hard copy unless faculty request or authorize electronic submissions. Students are 
required to submit appropriate musical scores with their paper draft as requested by their 
Committee. 
 
No later than the 8th Friday of the semester, students enrolled in MUSC 796 (Recital 
Research Paper), students must submit a proposal with bibliography 
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Martin’s) is expected. Forms must comply with CMS (Chicago Manuel of Style) 
conventions. Information about the Hacker text can be found at 
dianahacker.com/writersref. 
 

Content for Performance Majors 
 

For performance majors, the research paper will address historical, theoretical, and/or 
pedagogical aspects of the recital repertoire with bibliographic documentation. The scope 
and content must be defined by students in their proposals. 
 

Content for Composition Majors 
 
In-depth di






